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2027 Board Election Approaches

The Hillsdale County
Board of REALTORS® election
week will run from August 31
to September 4 during regu-
lar Board business hours.

Ballots may be cast by all
eligible voting members dur-
ing office hours. Those who
will be out of the area during
election week may contact

the Board Office for an ab-
sentee ballot. That ballot
may be cast the week prior to
the general election.

The sample ballot on pag-
es 7 and 8 of this newsletter
includes the nominees for
2026 officer positions as
well as the proposed changes
to the MLS Bylaws.

Officers who will remain
on the Board and are not up
for re-election are: Diana
Carson, who moves up to
President, Tjay Fitton, who
becomes Past President, and
Scott Phillips, who will serve
one more year as Director.
Alicia Galloway completes her
final year as director this

year.

Candidates for 2027
elected office are: Vice Pres-
ident, Dan Satow; Treasurer,
Rene' Spahr; and for the TWO
open Directors seats, Saman-
tha Moore, Lori Rubley, and
Melissa Stanton.

Dan Satow Seeks Vice Presidency

Rene’ Spahr Seeks Treasurer Spot

Dan Satow

BROKERAGE:
Spieth & Satow Auctions &
Real Estate
YEARS A MEMBER: 9
BOARD OFFICES HELD:
President
Director
Past President
Treasurer
COMMITTEE SERVICE:
Building
Finance
Political Affairs

Public Relations
CANDIDATE Notes:

Dan is running for Board
Vice President for 2027. He
has been a licensed REAL-
TOR® since 2008 and is also
a licensed Broker. He has
been in the auction and
appraisal business for 36
years and has supported
and been involved in many
fundraising campaigns in-
cluding: Tibbits Foundation,
B.P.0. Elks, Saint Charles
Borromeo School, Scouting,
Branch Area Chamber of
Commerce, Ducks Unlimited,
Pheasants Forever and many
other local charities.

Dan has worked hard on
several committees as well
as the Board of Directors
and strives to support the
needs and goals of the
Board. He says “I would be
honored to serve on the
Board again."

Rene' Spahr

BROKERAGE:

Coldwell Banker Groves Real
Estate

YEARS A MEMBER: 7
COMMITTEE SERVICE:

Public Relations
CANDIDATE Notes:

Rene' has lived in the
local area all her life. From
working within the public
schools, to serving as a
paramedic and working

over 24 years as a Respirato-
ry Therapist at Hillsdale Hos-
pital. Rene' is a member of
Bankers Baptist Church, and a
board member of the Hills-
dale Exchange Club.

She also serves on the
Board of REALTORS® Public
Relations Committee and has
always been involved in
Board activities such as
Highway cleanup, the Christ-
mas party, Lunch & Learns
and the Celebrate Summer
event. Rene' has been Lli-
censed with Coldwell Banker
Groves since 2019 and is an
Associate Broker since 2024.

“I am willing to serve on
the Board because I believe
our local Board of Realtors
plays a vital role in support-
ing its members and promot-
ing professionalism within
our industry. I want to give
back to an organization that
has provided education, net-

(Continued on page 2)



Page 2

Hillsdale County Board of REALTORS, 32 E. Bacon Street, Hillsdale, Michigan 49242, 439-1770

The HCBR Newsletter is published
periodically by the Hillsdale
County Board of REALTORS®.

Editorial Office

32 E. Bacon Street
/-/illsda(a MI 49242

(517) 439-1770
hcboar(y‘@yahoo. cot)z‘ \

Board Hours: \
Mon-Wed-fri: 9-5

Tues-Thur: 9-2

Closed 12-1 for Lunch

Newsletter Editor \
Shirley Smith \
Executive Officer ¢

2026 HCBR Officers
President: Tjay Fitton

Vice Pres.: Diana Carson
Treasurer: Sherri Groves
Past President: Matt Yoder
Directors: ‘
Dan Satow

Scott Phillips

Alicia Galloway

*2026 Committee Chairs
Awards
*Alicia Galloway...... 398-3400
Building
*Dan Satow ........... 617-1104
Bylaws :
*Tim Groves .............. 439-1511
Christmas Party
*Diana Car:;n ............ 416-3472
Education
*Bryan Playford........ 610-1342
Executive

ATiay FittON..ceneennenn. 398-3500
Finance

*Sherri Groves........... 398-2996
Forms

*Diana Carson............ 416-3472
Grievance

*Cathy Galloway........ 849-0043
MichRIC Managers

Diana Carson............. 414-3472
Nomination

*Tjay Fitton............ 398-3500

Political Affairs
*Megan VonDeylen ... 736-4677
Prqgksi al Standards
*Megan VonDeylen....736-4377
Public Relations

*Carolyn Scholfied.................
......................... 248-729-2023
Specifications

*Matt Yoder.............. 320-2844

Rene’ Spahr

(Continued from page 1)
working, and advocacy
throughout my real estate
career,” says Rene.' "I bring
a strong work ethic, atten-
tion to detail, and a com-
mitment to being responsi-
ble and transparent. If
elected, I will work dili-
gently to be a good stew-
ard of the Board's financial
resources while supporting
the Board's mission and
future goals. I'd like to
contribute to the contin-
ued growth of the Hillsdale
County Board of Realtors."

Samantha Moore
(Continued from page 3)
our members, listening to
the ideas and concerns of
fellow REALTORS®, and
helping our Board continue
to grow and serve our com-
munity. I am passionate
about our industry and
would be grateful for the
opportunity to serve.”
Samanatha was selected
as the Board's 2024 Rookie
of the Year.

Melissa Stanton

(Continued from page 3)

enjoy creating charcoal
artwork.” Two of her Melis-
sa's pieces were showcased
at the Hillsdale County Fair,
where both earned 1st
place honors, including the
People's Choice Award. In
2025, she received the
Hillsdale County Community
Choice Award for Best Real
Estate Agent.

T am passionate about
serving others with integ-
rity, professionalism, and a
heart for my community."
says Melissa.

"What good is it for
someone to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit
their soul?"

—Mark 8:36

HCBR Calendar 2025

Board of Directors Meetings
September 2 October 14
December 2

August 5
November 4

Lunch N Learn Programs
(Classes held at the Board Office)

August 13-11:30 a.m.
Legislative Luncheon with Senator Joe Bellino
and RPAC Trustee Alan Jeffries
Sponsor: Michigan REALTORS®
August 19-11:30 a.m.
REALTOR® Safety-Dan Bowman, State Police Ret.
Sponsor: Public Title
November 12-11:30 a.m.
Lunch-N-Give-"Love Inc"
Sponsor: TBA

Special Events

August 31 to September 4-Board Election Week
At Board Office

September 16
Continuing Education w/required Fair
Housing Training-Peter Banwell
Contact Board Office to Sign Up

September 23
MDOT Highway Cleanup
Contact Board to Volunteer

September 30 to October 2
MR Convention-Grand Traverse Resort & Spa
Contact Board to Sign Up for Scholarships

November 6-8
NAR NXT REALTOR® Convention-New Orleans
Contact Board to Sign Up for Scholarships

December 2
Board of Directors Training

December 3 (Thursday)
Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Contact Board Office to Volunteer



https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=mark+8:36
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3 Run for 2 Director Seats

Samantha Moore

Lori Rubley

Melissa Stanton

BROKERAGE:
Playford Real Estate
YEARS A MEMBER: 3
CANDIDATE Notes:

Samantha Moore is ded-
icated to hard work, ser-
vice, and building relation-
ships that strengthen her
community. Before becom-
ing a full-time Realtor, she
spent 22 years as a dis-
patcher with the Sheriff's
Department, where she
learned the importance of
serving others, staying
calm under pressure, and
building strong relation-
ships.

Since transitioning into
real estate, she has contin-
ued to look for ways to
make a positive impact by
supporting local school
sports teams and volun-
teering with the Hillsdale
County Board of Realtors'
highway cleanup efforts.

Samantha says, “Serving
as a Director for the Hills-
dale County Board of Real-
tors would be an honor.
Real estate has given me
the opportunity to help
people through some of the
biggest moments in their
lives, and I would love the
chance to give back to our
profession by representing

(Continued on page 2)

BROKERAGE:

CENTURY 21 Affiliated
YEARS A MEMBER: 10
BOARD OFFICES HELD:

Director

Vice President

President

Past President
COMMITTEE SERVICE:

Building

Christmas Party

Executive

Nomination

Public Relations
CANDIDATE Notes:

Lori served on the
Board of Directors from
2019 to 2022, and has
served on numerous Board
committees. She was the
Board's REALTOR® of the
Year in 2019 and has been
in real estate for 11 years
now. “Every year comes
with new knowledge, chal-
lenges and opportunities,”
says Lori. “I now have 8
grandchildren to enjoy, and
in my spare time I enjoy
Tiger Baseball.”

2026 has been a boom-
ing year for me. As of the
end of the 2™ quarter, I had
26 transactions closed. 1
look forward to the oppor-
tunity to be back on the
Board of Directors to keep
up on recent changes and be
a part of local Board deci-
sion-making.

BROKERAGE:

Five Star Real Estate
YEARS A MEMBER: 3
COMMITTEE SERVICE:

Professional Standards

Public Relations
CANDIDATE Notes:

With more than 20 years
experience in the automo-
tive industry, Melissa built
a career as a quality engi-
neer and program manager,
working with suppliers to
the Big Three automakers.
That background taught her
the importance of leader-
ship, problem-solving, ac-
countability, and building
strong relationships—skills
that continue to serve her
inreal estate today. F o r
the past three years, she
has worked in property
management while growing
her real estate career. She
and husband, Dewey, own
and manage 25 rental prop-
erties throughout Hillsdale
County.

Melissa says, “Outside
of business, my faith is the
foundation of everything I
do. I attend The Hub in
Hillsdale and give all the
glory to the Lord for every
opportunity and success
with which He has blessed
me. When I'm not working, I

(Continued on page 2)

August Broker
Power Hour

On Wednesday, August
26, at 12 p.m. CT / 1 p.m.
ET, NAR will host the next
Broker Power Hour, featur-
ing Tyler Adams, Co-
Founder & CEO of Certi-
fID. Tyler will discuss emerg-
ing real estate fraud trends
and share practical strategies
brokers can use to help pro-
tect their agents, clients and
transactions.

The session will also fea-
ture the REALTORS® Re-
lief Foundation, highlighting
ways brokers can support
fellow REALTORS® and

communities impacted by
disasters.

Brokers should attend so
they can:

e Learn how to recognize
and reduce fraud risks in
real estate transactions.

e Gain practical tools and
best practices to share
with their agents.

e Discover ways to engage
with and support the
REALTORS® Relief
Foundation.

e Register today!

If you have questions
about this event, please con-
tact NAR Broker Staff at
brokerforum@nar.realtor.

Quotes for the Day...
“Darkness cannot drive
out darkness: only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive
out hate: only love can do
that.”
— Martin Luther King Jr.

sk

"But love your enemies,
do good to them, and lend
to them without expecting
to get anything back. Then
your reward will be great,
and you will be children of
the Most High, because he
is kind to the ungrateful
and wicked."

— Luke 6:35


https://thehub.realtor/discussion/7204075322899008803?source=email
https://thehub.realtor/discussion/7204075322899008803?source=email
https://www.nar.realtor/brokers?utm_content=_aug-bph-hub-ae&cid=int_irl_26_broker-eng-prog-19&utm_campaign=irl_26_broker-eng-prog_hubpost&audience=aes&utm_medium=internal&utm_source=owned#power
mailto:brokerforum@nar.realtor
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=luke+6:35
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Celebrate Summer Event:
Another Successful Year of Fun for Families

In spite of the intense
heat and air quality problems
this year, the Board's annual
Celebrate Summer RPAC Fund-
raiser and Family Fun Day saw
about 50 attendees enjoying
the Pizza and Salad Buffet
and all of the available rides
and games. The effort raised
over nearly $2,000.00 for
RPAC this year. That amount
put the Board over goal for
2026.

The annual fundraiser not
only benefits RPAC, but pro-
vides a family fun event for
members to attend with chil-
dren, grandchildren and
friends.

This year's event was held
again at the Silos's Fun Park
and Cottage Inn Pizza and
included an open pizza and
salad bar, a Laser Tag Tourna-
ment, ax-throwing, and other
rides and games provided by
Silos.

The laser tag champion
this year was Summer Bro-
dock, who snagged two tick-

Sponsors for the Celebrate Summer Event
helped put the Board over the top for RPAC
Fundraising and provided a great venue for
families to have some summer fun. Sponsors
were:

Public Title Agency
Southern Michigan Bank & Trust
Midstate Title Agency
Century Bank
O’l Carriage Barn
Smokin’ Steve’s BBQ
Spieth & Satow Auctions & Real Estate
County National Bank
DMP Home Inspections
Greenstone Farm Credit Services
Lori Rubley
Union Home Mortgage
United Alliance Title

ets for a Sauk Theater pro-
duction for her efforts.

The Mini Golf Tournament
winners were from Coldwell
Banker Groves Real Estate
with team members: Rene'
and Sean Spahr and grand-
children Ellie and Gabby Gi-
bas. The team won three tick-
ets to a Sauk Theater produc-
tion of their choice.

The Board also had a Fair
Housing Display Board for
members to test their
knowledge.

The date for the event,
like last year was during the
second week of July after the
July 4th holiday so as not to
interfere with June baseball
and softhall leagues, gradua-
tions and REALTOR® vaca-
tions.

See our photo collage
below for pictures from the
event. (Pictures provided by
Diana Carson, Rene' Spahr, and
Lori Rubley.)
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Celebrate Summer Helps Put Board Over RPAC
Goal for 2026: Supports Road to Housing Act

The Hillsdale County
Board of REALTORS® has
achieved and exceeded it's
2026 RPAC Goal of $3,312.00.
Thanks to the donors listed
here and the excellent par-
ticipation in the RPAC Cele-
brate Summer Fundraiser
Event. The fundraiser gener-
ated nearly $2,000.00 for
RPAC.

All proceeds contribute
to the REALTOR® Party,
which works to advance pub-
lic policies and candidates
that build strong communi-
ties, protect property inter-

ests and promote a vibrant
business environment.

The National Association
of REALTORS, with support
from REALTOR®  members,
helped to promote the 21st
Century ROAD to Housing Act,
which became law this July.
This bipartisan legislation
aims to boost housing supply,
streamline building rules, and
expand financing tools to
address the national afforda-
bility crisis.

Key Reforms and Funding
including:

Zoning and Permitting:

Offers competitive innova-
tion grants to local and state
governments that reform
restrictive land-use policies
and speed up project approv-
als.

FHA and Loan Updates:
Substantially raises Federal
Housing Administration (FHA)
multifamily mortgage insur-
ance loan limits and intro-
duces small-dollar mortgage
incentives for lower-cost
homes.

Program Modernization:
Reauthorizes the HOME In-
vestment Partnerships Pro-

gram with higher income
caps, expands support for
manufactured housing, and
permits Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG)
funds for new affordable
construction.

Many thanks to the do-
nors listed below for sup-
porting RPAC for this year!

For more information
about RPAC supported bills,
come to the Legislative
Luncheon at the Board Office
on August 13 at 11:30 a.m.
Free lunch is included!

ol 2a 0 2 2 T Jn 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 i 2 2 2 T 2 2 25 20 2 2 2 2 2 2 i a2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2n 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 i Ja 2 2 Ja Jia V)

2 Platinum Donors ($100+) Mike Heisler Hannah Stiekes ﬁ
2" Lori Rubley Dennis Irelan Shawn Vondra ﬁ
4 Dan Satow Becki Jaeger Mark Williams s
2’, Carolyn Scholfield Blake Jenkins ﬁ
2: Shirley Smith Brad Jenkins Bronze Donors ﬁ
N Holly Jenkins ($15-$49) )
N Gold Donors Jon Limbacher Brendan Akers ‘
N ($75-899) Risa Mains Bev Bradstreet y
A Amy Dryer Adam McClafferty Aaron Buehler ¢
2', Stephen Moore Amy Dryer ﬁ
2: Silver Donors Trevor Morin Doug Fdwards ﬁ
N ($50-$74). Gretchen Oberdick HAarern Foust "
N Ray Baxter Peter Pavka Dereck Fowler ‘
2: Diana Carson Christie Plemmons Jessica Hayes ﬁ
N Tom Dunn Mike Plemmons Lerye Aeller ¢
N Alicia Edison Brandon Podolak Samarntha Moore ‘
2 Alicia Galloway Kraig Putnam Bryern Playford ‘
N Cathy Galloway Tamarah Rusk Mary Playjord A
N Kaitlyn Girdham Annette Scoville Donna Plemmors ‘
4 Barb Groves Jerry Slade Hirk Putnam y
2 Sherri Groves Christopher Smith Poat Rising ﬁ
2 Tim Groves Darin Spieth Megan VonDeyler ﬁ
2 James Hartman Melissa Stanton Mattie Washington ﬁ
O Y O N A VN VW W W W W W


https://financialservices.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=411189
https://financialservices.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=411189
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$500 MR and NAR Convention Scholarships Available

The Board is continuing
to offer $500 scholarships to
aid members in attending the
Michigan REALTORS® or Na-
tional Association of REAL-
TORS® Conventions. Priority
will be given to new mem-
bers, or those who haven't
received scholarships in the
past. Six scholarships are
available.

Conventions offer numer-

ous educational programs as
well as helping to keep mem-
bers abreast of the latest
news in the real estate in-
dustry.

The $500 can go to any
convention expenses includ-
ing registration, hotel or
transportation.

In order to take ad-
vantage of this offer, the
member needs to sign up

through the Board Office, and
if selected (first come first
served) must attend the con-
vention and provide proof of
attendance such as a receipt
for hotel room. The attendee
will also need to make a short
report either at the annual
meeting or a piece published
in the Board Newsletter.

The conventions offer
members many opportunities

to become more proficient in
their profession. It also of-
fers networking opportuni-
ties and a way to help them-
selves through the experienc-
es of others.

Contact the Board Office
at 517-439-1770 or
hcboard@yahoo.com to apply
for your scholarship!

Board Again Supports Great Start Safety Fair

Hillsdale County Board of REALTORS® Public Relations
Committee, chaired by Carolyn Scholfield, and with Board of
Directors approval, supported the Great Start Safety Fair for
the second time this year. Committee members welcomed par-
ticipants at the Board of REALTORS® booth and gave out col-
oring books highlighting “"Home Safety" as well as crayons,
emergency preparedness information and healthy snacks. Kids
could participate in coloring a poster and had their names in a
drawing for a giant Seahorse Squishmallow provided by the
Board. The Safety Fair was supported as one of the Board's
community service efforts.

Stefanie Rathburn, Great Start Collaborative Director, pro-
vided the following details about the Great Start Safety Fair
held at the Hillsdale County Fairgrounds in June:

2026 Safety Fair Highlights

156 families signed in at registration—an increase of five fami-
lies from 2025, despite the event being one hour shorter.

Those families included 221 adults and 284 children, for a
total attendance of 505 participants. Of the children in attend-
ance, 183 were school-aged.

e Families traveled from throughout the region, including
Hillsdale (75), Jonesville (20), Pittsford (9), Reading (8),
Osseo (8), North Adams (6), Jerome (4), Jackson (3), Li-
tchfield (3), Allen (3), Hudson (2), Morenci (2), and one
family each from Parma, Wheatland, Brooklyn, Quincy,
Somerset, Addison, Cement City, Adrian, and Ann Arbor.
Four families did not identify their city of residence.

® The team from Car Seats in South Central Michigan:
Inspected 38 car seats
Distributed 21 new car seats
Removed 15 unsafe car seats from use
Served 8 families who attended specifically for car seat
inspections
® 165 books were distributed to children through the Great
Start Collaborative's Talking is Teaching table.

®  Meijer prepared and supplied 150 snack bags for the first
150 children under age 10 in attendance. The Hillsdale
County Community Foundation YOUTH Council support-

ed the purchase of event bags, flashlights, books, and other
event-related expenses.

® CAPA distributed 179 life vests to local families, includ-
ing:
38 infant life vests (under 30 pounds)
71 small child life vests (30-50 pounds)
70 youth life vests (50-90 pounds)

® 60 agencies, businesses, schools, and nonprofit organi-

zations participated in the event, including 14 first-time
Safety Fair partners.

Eent V(;’?O/tfﬂf%/ 57

4 Hillsdale
A

County
» Br 2 ‘1 of

SUS Co

¢ 'l- eV Boi

RE’

= ,\l/«q:_\;hn\e_\\cv(' R

[Coe—

‘As we grow up, we realize it becomes less im-
portant to have more friends and more important
to have real ones."
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Hillsdale County Board of REALTORS

2026 ELECTION SAMPLE BALLOT
August 31 to September 4, 2026

**Note: The following officers will continue with the Board of Directors and are NOT up for re-
election:

President-Diana Carson (Key Realty) (Moves up from Vice President)

Past President-Tjay Fitton (Five Star Real Estate) (Moves down from President)

Director-Scott Phillips (Coldwell Banker Groves Real Estate), who has one year remaining in his current term)

(Names are in alphab?tical order) O\ O“\v
Officer Nominees for Year 2027: Ba\\

Vice President
(Please Mark Only One)

(0 Dan Satow (Spieth & Satows Auctions & Real Estate)

Treasurer

O Rene’ Spahr (Coldwell Banker Groves Real Estate)

Director (2 Years) (We will elect TWO directors this year)
(PLEASE MARK TWO NAMES)

O Samantha Moore (Playford Real Estate)
L Melissa Stanton (Five Star Real Estate)

O Lori Rubley (CENTURY 21 Affiliated)

MLS Bylaws Circle Yes or No

ARTICLE 13 ADDITIONAL LISTING CRITERIA
13.2.1 Photographs in the Service
Each modified or Al photo must be accompanied by an unaltered,
current photo and the modified photo must be marked as such.
Failure to comply will subject violators to the same sanctions as
outlined in the Bylaws for other infractions.
SEE BACK OF BALLOT FOR ADDITIONAL BYLAWS CHANGES
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MLS Bylaws and Rules and Regulations
Please note: Changes to the auction listing rules below have been suggested because the former rules
have now been superseded by updated MLS procedures.

Section 12.2, Note 3 and e. Auction Properties

CURRENT RULES

Note 3: A multiple listing service may, as a matter of local option, accept exclusively listed property that is
subject to auction. If such listings do not show a listed price, they may be included in a separate section of
the MLS compilation of current listings.

Auction Properties

The following must be posted in “Marketing Remarks”: This property will be offered at auction or sold at ab-
solute auction, and may be purchased with the representation of any licensed REALTOR®.

Information about the time, date and place of sale MUST be posted in Agent Remarks, but may NOT be post-
ed in Marketing Remarks.

A sale price acceptable to and approved by the seller as of the date of the listing must be posted in the MLS
for all auction properties.

To post an auction property as “sold” in the MLS:

“Other” must be checked under status, in the financing drop-down box

“Sold at absolute auction” and the type of sale (cash, mortgage, land contract, etc.) must be posted in the blank
field adjacent to the financing box. OR

“Sold at auction” must be checked under status in the Financing drop-down box.

The REALTOR who receives compensation of any kind from the listing broker, shall have credit for the
sale posted in the MLS.

PROPOSED CHANGES

CIRCLE YES OR NO
Note 3: A multiple listing service may, as a matter of local option, accept exclusively listed property that is
subject to auction. If such listings do not show a listed price, they may be included in a separate section of

the MLS compilation of current listings.

Auction Properties

The following must be posted in “Marketing Remarks™: This property will be offered at auction or sold at
absolute auction, and may be purchased with the representation of any licensed REALTOR®.

The REALTOR who receives compensation of any kind from the listing broker, shall have credit for the
sale posted in the MLS.



